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You will protect and defend what and who you love. 

I know a thing or two about the warrior character because I have     

studied a thing or two about the warrior character.  The warrior        

character is not about making war; rather it is about traveling the     

warrior’s journey of a noble cause.  The “Hollywood” version of the 

“warrior’s path” was mislabeled “the war-path” as if one were preparing to engage in 

combat.  The warrior’s path is a life-long journey of caring for others. 

Jesus was a warrior and when he spoke, “Greater love has no one than this, that he 

lay down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13) he was speaking of the willingness to 

live intentionally and sacrificially.  The decision to live a warrior’s path is personal 

and intentional. 

On Sunday, April 10th I preached a sermon that was a personal testimony about how 

I value this church and the work of Jesus Christ.  I stated that Beth and I have     

designated First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC as a beneficiary of our 

estate when we are both deceased.  We believe in the work of this church in the 

world. Should First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC cease to exist the 

progressive voice of Christianity and the ministries of Jesus Christ would be          

diminished.  The world would be the lesser.   

I am inviting you to consider joining us in making First Congregational Church of 

Tallmadge, UCC one of the beneficiaries of your estate.  Whether you are a “dollar-

aire” or a “millionaire” makes no difference because it is not the amount that is    

given; rather it is the attitude and the intention.  It is a conscious choice of how you 

will live and leave. 

The biblical and spiritual understanding of our existence on earth is that we are part 

of the creation and the creation is divine, sacred and holy because all belongs to 

God.  We own nothing but we are custodians of God’s creation.  The word 

“custodian” is from an 18th century word meaning “guardian.”  We are guardians, 

protectors of God’s creation and part of that means insuring that future generations 

will inherit something good when we are gone.  I am encouraging you to invest in 

this church’s future. 

Love, 

Dr. J 

Summer Worship 

One Service at    
9:30 am. 

Begins June 5th 
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Friends, 

            In College, I was a part of a campus bible study group based off of Proverbs 27:17, “As 
iron sharpens iron, so one friend sharpens another.” It was a group of ladies that supported 
each other, gathering weekly to study scripture, and encouraging one another as we shared 
in each other’s lives. It was a wonderful year spent with wonderful young Christians who 
helped me in my walk with Christ. I was encouraged, up lifted, and surrounded by love and 
grace by these women.   

            It is amazing what can happen when we surround ourselves with positive people. It is infec-
tious.  Their joy becomes our own. Their worldview helps to shape ours as we too, begin to look at the 
bright side and see hope in our circumstances.   

            Just last week, I attended the Warrior’s Journey Home Gala Celebration, where I left with a deep joy 
and feeling of hope for the world. At this gala that benefits the healing of our Veterans, we were in the 
presence of men and women from all backgrounds, gathering together to care for each other, to support 
each other, and to love one another through their participation in this program and in other services    
provided to veterans. Inspirational men and women such as Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton, who        
established the Veterans in the Courts Initiative, the local judges who participate in the Honor and Valor 
Courts for Veterans who find themselves in the judicial system as they try to reintegrate back into civilian 
life, and the members who participate in and contribute to Warrior’s Journey Home, just to name a few.  I 
was in awe of this gathering of incredibly positive, encouraging, and hope-filled people.   

            Have you ever had a conversation with someone and walked away feeling better, just by being in 
their presence, hearing their words of inspiration and positive outlook? That is how I left the Gala.  That is 
how I leave a conversation with Rev. Dr. John when his face is filled with joy and excitement over the 
meaningful work that Warrior’s Journey Home is doing. 

            Author, Rachel Wolchin said, “Surround yourself with people that reflect who you want to be and 
how you want to feel, energies are contagious.”  I truly believe this.  Just as the Proverbs’ verse said, we 
strengthen each other, become better versions of ourselves when we surround ourselves with those who 
model what we want to become.  

            In this congregation, we are surrounded by wonderful models of our faith. Men and women, young 
and old, whose deep faith, relationship with God and passion for sharing God’s love with others is conta-
gious. When we gather in our sanctuary, or fellowship hall, we can’t help but be inspired to grow on our 
own faith journey, to share God’s love with others, encourage others, and have a trust in God’s provision 
and care as they do.   

            This month, I encourage you to spend some more time with those people who lift you up, inspire 
you on your faith journey, and make you want to live a life of joy and positivity, seeing God in each cir-
cumstance.  God created us to be in relationship with others, and to build each other up, just as it says in 1 
Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore, encourage one another and build up one another.” For when we build 
each other up in our faith journeys, we are participating in the transformation of this world into the    
kingdom of God, where all feel appreciated, valued, loved and deep joy.  

            Thanks be to God for the faithful members of our church and for people who serve our community 
and veterans through organizations like Warrior’s Journey Home, because they inspire us to see the good 
in people, make a difference in the lives of others, and sharpen our own character as we seek to live a   
sacrificial, encouraging life like that of our Lord, Jesus Christ.   

 

                                                                                    Blessings, 

                                                                                    Pastor Sarah   
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First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 

Invites you to a Spaghetti Dinner 

Come meet and dine with your neighbors 

Wednesday April 27th     4-7PM 

85 Heritage Drive, Tallmadge         (330) 633-4931 

No RSVP Needed 

$7.00  adults  /   $6.00 children 8 and under 
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Spiritual Corner 

Rev. John Phillips, Board of Deacons 

Greeters for Worship 

Each Sunday there are two greeters for the worship service.  It’s an opportunity to greet and to become 

acquainted with members of our church.  If you would like to serve as a greeter you can sign up on the 

bulletin board across from the church office or call John Phillips at 330-634-2977. 
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                                                        Women's Fellowship May Meeting

          May 5th

1:30 Thursday afternoon $6

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

WNI and Women’s Fellowship invite you to their annual Tablescape Evening 

Monday, May 16, 2016 at 6:30 pm     Guest Speaker:  Author, Linda Lonsdorf 

Pot luck dinner– if last name begins with: 

A-J bring main dish 

              K-R bring salad 

              S-Z bring dessert 

 

We still need people to decorate tables in a theme.  Book themes are encouraged 
but not required.  Contact Carol Penn @330-673-2435 or Sue Lyons @330-633-1220 

Linda Lonsdorf will be selling and signing her books that evening with proceeds benefiting charities of 
her choice. 

Please sign-up in the Atrium 5/8 or 5/15, so we know how many plan to attend. 
 

Babysitting will be available upon request. (no charge) 

Remember:  all 4 of Linda Lonsdorf's books are available in the church library. 

Family Threat  -  The wife of Doug Conrad, an investigator, has been abducted and his entire family are also targets.  The worst family trage-
dy occurs as authorities try to find Conrad’s wife.  While under police protection, Conrad’s daughter disappears.  Conrad tries to figure out 
who might have a vendetta against him as authorities work furiously to find him. The story deals with solving the case as well as coping with 
deep loss.  (www.lindalonsdorf.com)           Charity:  Voice of the Martyrs 

Evil Injustice  -  What happens when you believed facts told to you your entire life by the one person you trusted most, acted on it, and then 
found out all was a lie?  Conrad and his team are taken down a path they don’t want to go in proving the killer. The themes: truth and hon-
esty.  Another crime for Doug Conrad to solve while dealing with more threats to his family. (www.evilinjustice.com)  
Charity:  Akron Children’s Hospital 
 
A Deadly Ruse  -   This story deals with deadly scams against elderly women.  The final scam goes sour and the scammers are inside a church 
with 50 elderly ladies attending Bible Study.  They formulate their own plan to survive despite the SWAT team negotiating outside, but that 
creates a violent reaction and puts their lives in jeopardy.  Doug Conrad discovers the identities of the perpetrators and assists the authori-
ties.  Lonsdorf captures the spirit of people to survive and find hope.  (www.deadlyruse.com)  
Charities:  Wounded Warrior, AdoptaPlatoon, Haven of Rest, and local assistance to needy 
 
Don’t Open the Door  -  Doug Conrad is hired to find the killer of a teenage girl. The prime suspect has Down syndrome and is mentally chal-
lenged.  Neighbors have pre-judged him and threaten and harass him as well as his family.  A once peaceful neighborhood is now divided.  
Doug Conrad is able to solve the case but can the friendships be restored?  (www.dopendoor.com)   Charity:  Local assistance to needy 

http://www.lindalonsdorf.com
http://www.evilinjustice.com
http://www.deadlyruse.com
http://www.dopendoor.com
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

GRADUATION AND SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 

MAY 29 at the 10 a.m. Worship Service 

If you are a graduate, please be sure to come in your cap and gown to our 10AM 

worship service for us to celebrate your achievement. 

If you are receiving a scholarship, please be sure to attend this service! 

Middle School Family Game Night and Ice Cream Social 

Middle school fellowship will end the year with a fun family game on April 28.  It will be more fun if every 
youth member has a parent or grandparent with them.  Last year we played the “newlywed game” with 
parents and kids instead of husband and wife. This year, we won’t be playing that game, but something 
similar so we hope to see everyone there.  A signup sheet is on the youth bulletin board.  Please let me 
know how many will be coming and what ice cream topping you will be bringing.  We will meet from 6-
7:30 in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Faith and Family    Open to all Church families 

We will close our 2015-16 year with a family picnic on May 22 at 12:00 p.m.  We have reserved 
a  pavilion at Wingfoot Lake Park in Mogadore.  It is a shelter in a park full of activities- disc golf, 
mini golf (extra fee), hiking, and the best play grounds.  The kids may even be able to fish; I am 
checking on that one.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center so I have enough hamburger/ 
hotdogs and place settings.  You can bring side dish to share and drinks for your own family.  We 
will eat at 12:30 pm and then play as long as you want.   

  “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 
15:5 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Let’s catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love at the Surf Shack Vacation Bible School from June 19-23, 
6-8 pm.  The adventures include energizing music, interactive bible fun, super science, cool crafts and 
hands-on mission project, delicious snacks, and games.  We will have fun learning more about the   
Creation, Miriam caring for Moses, Baptism of Jesus, Jesus calming the storm and Breakfast at the 
Beach.  Please sign up May 15 and 22 in the Atrium; it helps us prepare for the number of children that 
will be joining us that week.  HELPERS are needed; if you have completed the 6

th
 grade- please fill out 

a registration form and put HELPER at the top along with what days you will be able to help.  TEACH-
ERS are needed as well; you can contact Wendy Brown and let me know what area you would like to 
help in and what days you would be available. 

Watch for supply list next month in the Herald- can’t do it without your help. 

 

Summer Sunday School 

Beginning June 5, we will be offering ONE ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE for children in 2
nd

 grade and 
younger during the worship service.  We like to give our Sunday School Teachers a little break in the 
summer and would like to have parents volunteer to help with this program.  I would like you make this a 
story book summer.  You pick a book that you like and create a craft/ lesson to go with it.  I will be    
happy to help you come up with a bible lesson that would go with your book if you need help.  We need 
12 people to sign up/ one for each Sunday during the summer.  Please sign up with Wendy Brown. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & FUNDRAISERS 

                 Mothers Day Flowers Mission Tour Fundraiser 

We will be selling 10 inch hanging flower baskets in assorted colors and 
types sun, shade, and part sun and part shade for $20.00 each. We will 
be taking orders  through April 24.  Pick up for the flowers will be at the 
church Saturday May 7th from 9 to noon and Sunday May 8th from 9 to 
noon. This is a great opportunity to help fund our mission tours and 
provide some joy to a special person in your life. 

Wondering why our Confirmation students go to Boston each 
year as part of their program?   

Want to know what Boston has to do with our church history? 
Find out at this year’s fundraiser! 

 
BOSTON CONFIRMATION TOUR SHAREHOLDER’S LUNCHEON 

 

May 1st, 11:15AM 
Shareholders:  $15 (includes meal and postcard) 

OR  
Just Meal- $10 per person 

Family Cap-$30 
Join us for a Boston themed meal and see pictures of our trip, hear about the historical sites 

we explored, and hear from the students as they reflect on their tour!  

                      CONFIRMATION REMINDERS 

                                          Confirmation I 

May 1– Confirmation Rehearsal -9AM in the Sanctuary (mandatory) 

May 15– Confirmation Sunday (during the 10:00AM worship service) 

Confirmation 2 

May 1– Confirmation Rehearsal-9AM in the Sanctuary (mandatory) 

 Boston Tour Shareholder’s Luncheon 11:15 (begin preparing and cooking immediately  

after rehearsal) 

May 15-Confirmation Sunday (during the 10:00AM worship service) 
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
News from Family Promise: 

 April is VOLUNTEER MONTH - and I would like to give a hug and a big THANK YOU to all of our           
VOLUNTEERS of Family Promise.  We are so proud of you for doing such a fantastic job.  You are so       
appreciated. 

Our last hosting with Northwest Church was the week of March 20th.  Our volunteers were Ken Caldwell, 
Gary/Kim Fulton, Dianne Drummond, Jim/Kendall Taylor, Diane Galloway, Vicki Cottrill, Macie Cottrill,  
Vanessa Guagliardo, and Jim/Betty Cottrill.   Thanks to Jim and Kendall who were Team Leaders and also 
spent the night.  Also, thanks to all the volunteers, you do such a good job. 
 
Volunteers Training session will be Thursday, April 28th, from 6-8 p.m. at the Day Center at 111 East 
Voris St., in Akron.  Please call 330-253-8081. 

Our Empty Bowl Fundraiser that was held at Woodridge High School, raised $4,764.00.  That was a very 
nice event, good food and beautiful bowls to choose from.   

Until next time, thanks again for everything. 

Betty Cottrill   330-923-8517 

 

Please Note:  There will be no gift card sales on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8th.  Profits to date 
for this year are $1400.  Thank you for your participation in this  program. 

This church will be great when the elders plant trees in whose shade they will never sit. 

Securing a future for the generations that follow us is our responsibility.  Therefore the Investment and Endow-
ment Committee, with the approval of Executive Council, has launched an intentional endowment campaign to 
raise monies through Planned Giving.  Planned Giving is your decision to make a financial commitment to this 
church in a dollar amount or percentage of your estate through your will. 

Your legacy. As you may have heard over the last two weeks, the church is asking members to do two things. The 
first, and most important, is to encourage you to write or update your will. This is Important regardless of your 
age. If you have experienced a recent life-changing event (marriage, birth, death, job change, etc.), it is essential 
that you take this step. This document is “the single most important document you will ever have”. Be sure your 
wishes are known. 

Secondly, through your will, leave your legacy. Included in this concept is the hope that you would choose to in-
clude our church in your planning. This can be done in many ways. The simplest and most common are in the body 
of your will or simply by an addendum to an already written will. 

As you make this commitment, please consider “planting the seed so the trees will grow”. Hopefully you will 
choose to plant the seeds using your “future money” so the trees of the church will grow in the future. The “ trees” 
will support your church by supporting our endowment. There is no present day cost. You will be leaving your   
legacy. 

All of this falls into the category of “planned giving” - planning your future gifts. Please, if you have not already 
done so, notify the office. No amount need be disclosed, because the amount is not important. Only that you have    
chosen to include the church in your legacy. Join our Legacy Club. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jack McKee (330-714-8660). 
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

   Yarning for Peace  

The Congregators welcome all age 55 and over for lunch and fellowship at noon on Tuesday, May 3rd 
at Bistro on Main.  They are located at 1313 W. Main St. in Kent.   

Questions?  Call Marilyn Johnson @ 330-929-6757. 

Memorial Garden with Columbarium 

Perhaps you have wondered…why? regarding these topics related to the Memorial Garden with Columbarium.   

 Why…why a columbarium on the church grounds?  Historically, church members could be buried within the 

church building itself where faithful  people gathered for religious services. You may have visited historic churches 

and noticed people’s names etched in the surface of the floor or on wall crypts.  As indoor burial spaces became 

unavailable, outdoor cemeteries, still  in close  proximity to the church, were utilized.  A columbarium provides yet 

another way a person’s final resting place can be near their preferred house of worship, its members, their friends, 

and loved ones. 

Why…why choose cremation as an alternative?  Statistics from the Cremation Association of North America      

indicate that in 1996, cremation was selected as an alternative to traditional burial approximately 20% of the time.  

By 2021, that percentage is projected to be almost 60%.  Cremation provides an economically, environmentally, 

and spatially positive alternative. 

Why…why situate the columbarium within a memorial garden?   A memorial garden provides a beautifully land-

scaped area suited for a quiet interment service.  With lovely greenery and seasonal plantings, it offers a sacred 

space where the bereft can engage in calm reflection and reverent remembrance.   A place where a faithful church 

member’s cremains can be interred amongst  congregants, their family members and friends who passed before 

them and those who will follow after.   

The more important question is…why not?  By providing a memorial garden with columbarium, the First            

Congregational Church of Tallmadge can complete the arc of care it has offered from birth to baptism to               

confirmation to marriage to faith-filled living to death, and ultimately a final resting place.   

Men's Ministry 
We would like for all of the Men of the Church to join in Fellowship and topical conversation at 

our upcoming meeting: 
             Sat Apr 23: 9-10:30 AM, Panera Bread on Howe Road 
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Board of Stewardship Update: 

In each Month's Herald, our Financial Officers report on the Year to Date* finances of the church. 
In 2015, through our We Are Truly Blessed campaign, we greatly increased the amount of pledged faith offerings 
and we cut back in several areas to insure that we can end the year 2016 with a balanced budget. 

Through March 2016, we are projecting that our faith offerings are running several thousand dollars shy of where 
our planned giving would have us be at this point. 

As faith offerings, pledged and unpledged, make up 90% of our operating budget we ask everyone to continue to 
evaluate your pledges and giving to insure that we continue to support the vital ministries of our church each 
month. 

Timothy Burns, Chair of Board of Stewardship 

* General Operating Fund Note:  During March, 2016, receipts of $41,933 were $133 below the monthly ex-
pense budget.  Actual expenses for March of $43,826 were $1,760 OVER BUDGET leaving a deficit for the 
month of ($1,894) and a year-to-date     surplus of only $56.  As we are now in the season of higher utility and 
maintenance costs we remain prayerfully hopeful that faith offerings will continue to keep pace with our 
monthly operating expenses. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regu-
lar purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to sup-
port the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

 

 

 

Hearts In Service volunteer visitors of shut-in members will hold a meeting on 
Sunday, May 1, at 11:15 a.m. in the David Bacon room 200 following the Sunday 
service. If YOU (male or female) should happen to be interested in joining Hearts In 
Service Homebound Caring Connections, please feel free to join us to learn more!  We 
do need more volunteers.  Thank you.  



 

11 

  BOOKMARKS 

Happy Spring, 

Hope all of you enjoyed our beautiful and up lifting Easter Season here at First 
Congregational Church.  Those of you that did not attend Maundy Thursday 

service missed an inspiring and moving service. 

We have a really special program coming up with WNI on May 16th.  Local author, Linda Lonsdorf, will be our guest 
speaker.  She has written four books which are available in our library:  “Family Threat” is the first one.  This begins 
the story of Doug Conrad who is a private investigator.  His job begins with a terrible tragedy to his family.  Someone 
has a “score” to settle and takes it out on his family. 

The second book is titled “Evil Injustice”.  What would you do if you found out the person you  trusted for years had 
lied to you all your life?  This was the cause of an unspeakable crime….when truth and honesty could have             
prevented it. 

The Third book is “A Deadly Ruse.”  This is about a problem that is in our news everyday.  Scams against the elderly.  
The people in this story thought they had the perfect scam, but don’t put 50 elderly ladies together and try to pull 
one over them.  They are determined to survive and never lose their hope and faith.  

 “Don’t Open the Door” is the fourth in this series and is about the death of a teenage girl.  The young mentally   
challenged young man next door is a prime suspect.  Never pre-judge anyone regardless of their problems. 

I found all these books very good and it was neat to read about familiar things and places….Akron Police Depart-
ment, Ellet, local restaurants, Summa Hospital and other familiar places.  I just hope Ms. Lonsdorf writes some more 
novels with Doug Conrad and his team solving crimes.  I feel a love story may come out of the next one. 

Watch for our annual book clearance in May. 

Blessings,  

Jo Hostutler 

Raise the Roof 

Hopefully, the month of April has figured out that it occurs after March, not before.  I for one am        
completely tired of the snow.  The first 9 days were definitely a disappointment.  However, it continues 
to remind us of the drama of not having the new roof in place. 

I trust that everyone enjoyed the Cherub Choir’s rendition of Raindrops Keep Falling on my Head.  Let’s 
do everything in our power to keep God’s House in good repair and the sanctuary that it needs to be for our congrega-
tion and the greater Tallmadge community.  The children are our future and our heritage.  Let’s insure that our/their 
church remains part of their adult lives and their children’s lives. 

The time to donate to the Raise the Roof project is NOW.  Our latest accounting said we have raised $61,555.00.  While 
that is admirable, we still have a way to go.  I have faith in our congregation that we will rise to the occasion and com-
plete this worthwhile project. 

As the Boards of Trustees and Stewardship work together to complete this task, you will note several new fund raising 
efforts.  Please note the new roof display that demonstrates the area of the roof that we have thus far funded and the 
reminder of which areas need to be covered.  You may purchase tiles for $50.00, $125.00, $375.00, $1,000.00, and 
$2,000.00   

As usual, Members of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Stewardship will be available by the Raise the Roof       
display following each Sunday church service to answer any questions you may have. 

Yours in Christ, 

Richard P. Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship   
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian  & Ed Belisle 
Margaret  Bumpas 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta & Tiny Eriksen 
Amy Floran 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Joan Haby 

Joe Kainrad 
Alisa Kemph 
Dolores Koneval 
Zack Koop 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Eva Lowry 
Scott Newcomer 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Wilma Pohly 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s   
Mother) 
Steve Ristich 
William Saathoff 
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 

Jay Showalter 
Ken Speicher 
Gale Stem 
Gary Taylor 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Dan Tronge 
Betty Vestal 
Kathy Welsh (Mike Collins’ cousin) 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it 
in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call   
Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Sincere sympathy to David Budai and family on the loss of wife, mother and grandmother, Janet.   Janet Budai 
passed away on March 23, 2016.  A memorial service was held at First Congregational Church on March 30, 
2016.   The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated.   

Deepest sympathy  to Anita Kelly and family (Including granddaughter Danielle Holt) on the loss of husband, 
father, grandfather and great –grandfather, Jim.  Jim Kelly passed away on March 24, 2016.  A Funeral service 
was held on March 31, 2016 at First Congregational Church.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated.  

Deepest sympathy to Janice & Curt Carlton, Karen & Richard Thomason, Sue & Tony Abrusci, Eleanor Hall, 
Barbara Botimer, and their families on the loss of mother, sister,  grandmother, and great-grandmother, Janet 
Scoville.  Janet passed away on March 31, 2016.  A memorial service was held on April 3, 2016 at First Congre-
gational Church.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep and the Rev. Sarah Courtney officiated.  

Sincere sympathy to the family of  Dorothy Jordan.  Dorothy passed away in Florida on March 24, 2016.  A 
memorial service was held on April 16, 2016.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

Our sincere sympathy to Eva Lowry and family on the loss of her husband Bob.  Bob Lowry passed away on 
April 7, 2016.  A funeral service was held on April 12, 2016.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Carolyn Villers. Carolyn passed away on April 8, 2016.          
Carolyn’s memorial service was held on April 20, 2016 at First Congregational Church.  The Rev. Dr. John 
Schluep officiated. 

Sincere sympathy to the  family of Ermon Thrasher.  Ermon passed away on April 14, 2016.   A funeral service 
was held on April 19, 2016.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
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Thank you to everyone who donated clothing and cloth items for our Easter Seals Fundraiser! 
We were able to raise $1,420 that will be go towards our Intergenerational Mission Trip and 
our Boston Confirmation Tour! 
We couldn’t have done it without you! Thank you for supporting our youth and helping them 
grow in their faith! 

Sincere Thanks, 
Sending heartfelt thanks to this dear congregation for all the cards filled with love and inspiration.  
Each one is so precious bringing a smile and sometimes a tear.  Your continued prayers are          
appreciated.  My gratitude to Dr. John, Rev. Sarah and the beloved office staff for stepping up and 
keeping everything running smoothly during my many absences.  You are so loving and supportive.  

Your encouragement  makes each day easier. God Bless each of you.               With Love, Nancy Beken 
 
We would like to express our sincere gratitude and thanks to Dr. John, Rev. Sarah Courtney, Nancy Lynn Robin-
son and the members of the Choir for the wonderful Memorial Service that they provided for our mother and 
mother-in-law Janet Scoville this past Sunday.  Also a special thanks to the Women’s Fellowship of the church 
who provided an exceptional meal for us after the service.  We would be remiss if we neglected to thank the 
members of the church that attended and/or sent sympathy cards to us. 
The Family of Janet Scoville 
 

Thank you to Elaine Engle and Lisa Foster for sharing the Cherub Choir with me . Teaching these "quick" little  
learners Sign Language  to sing  with their hands was such a joy!  John Byron also shared his Jr. Choir with me 
and they too were excellent signers. A big thank you to Nancy Lynn and the Chancel Choir for the music of the  
piano keys and the choirs  beautiful voices to be heard as the Jr. Choir  "sang" with their hands  ' The Lord's 
Prayer '. The children's enthusiasm and efforts to sing to God  enter our hearts. ...In Appreciation,  Karen Jones 
 
Thank you all so very much for all the kindness and care you showed my dad, Angus McNair, during his illness 
and subsequent passing.  He was truly honored to be a part of this church family and loved each of you.  As a 
remembrance to him, never forget to hug someone and tell them you love them.  In God’s Love, Sandi Gioia 
 
Thank you for the beautiful plant for Jim’s funeral.  I brought that one home.  Thanks to all who helped me 
through this with prayers & texts (Wendy) and prayers and visits (John).   
I love my church!!!  Anita Kelly and family. 
 
Dear Church, 
I am blessed to be a member of Nancy Lynn's music team. Thank you for Music Appreciation Day and for the 
restaurant gift card - I'll never be a starving musician! 
Affectionately, Hope Mitchell 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

April 24    Dr. John Schluep 

May 1     Dr. John Schluep 

May 8     Dr. John Schluep 

May 15     Dr. John Schluep 

May 22     Rev, Sarah Courtney 

May 29     Dr. John Schluep 

April 24     Larry & Brenda Bagnoli 

May 1      Tom & Linda Kester 

May 8        Stephen  & Michelle Kellar 

May 15      Bill  & Jo Hostutler 

May 22     Tim Burns, Chris Bauch 

May 29     Stephen Ministers 

     Altar Flowers 
April 24   Haynes, Bumpas 

May 1 Peverall 

May 8  Buser, Sauerbrey 

May 15 Parry, Gron 

May 22 Peverall, Mohr 

May 29 

April 24      Terri Poff, Bill & Ann Emmitt, Gary Marlow 

May 1         Jim &Dee West, Chris Bauch, Larry Robinson 

May 8         Mark Bowers, Sandy Haydu 

May 15       Jim & Dee West, Gary Myers, Terri Poff 

May 22       Terri Poff, Bill & Ann Emmitt, Gary Marlow 

May 29       Youth 

USHERS 

March 20 
8:30 am  42 
10 am    215 
 
March 24 
7:30 pm  75 
 
 
 

March 27 
7:00 am 58 
8:30 am  114 
10 am     347 
 
April 3 
8:30 am 47 
10 am   197 
 

April 10 
8:30 am 39 
10 am   240 
 
April 17 
8:30 am  40 
10 am    257 

Acolytes 

April 24    Riley Williams, Madalyn Parry 

May 1       Kellie Gwiazda, Maddy Galloway 

May 8       Maddy Galloway, Laney Lucas 

May 15     Kellie Gwiazda, Hannah McConihe 

May 22     Hannah Carlton, Jack-Henry Blasdel 
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MAY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1     Communion 

8:10 Prayer group 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Confirmation 

Rehearsal 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Hearts In Service 

11:00 Music Comm. 

11:00 Boston Share-holders 

Luncheon 

2 3 

12 pm Congrega-

tors 

2pm Sr.                  

Advisory 

7 All God’s     

Children 

 

 

  4  

9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel  

Ringers 

5 

 

 

1:30 pm WF Tea 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Chancel 

Choir 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

8   Mother’s Day 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

 

6pm WJHM 

 

 

9 

 

 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

7 pm Heritage 

 

10 

6:30 Board Mtgs 

7:45 Executive 

Council 

11 

9 Quilters    

6:30 Chancel  

Ringers 

6:30 Stephen   

Ministry  Retreat 

7:00 Graduate  

Dessert 

12 

5:30  Scholarship 

Committee 

 

7 pm Chancel 

Choir 

13 

2-3:30 pm      

Alzheimer's    

program 
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15 CONFIRMATION  

SUNDAY 

16  8:30  Worship 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

 

16 

6:30  WNI-

Tablescapes-Potluck 

Dinner 

7 pm Heritage 

17 

 

 

6 pm Card Making 

18  9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel  

Ringers 

19 

 

 

7 pm Chancel 

Choir 

20 

 

21 

 

22  

  8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM  

Family Fellowship/Wingfoot 
Lake 

6 pm WJHM 

23 

 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

24 

11 Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers support 

group 

 

6pm Leadership 

Retreat 

 

25 9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel  

Ringers 

6:30 Stephen   

Ministry 

26 

 

 

 

7pm Chancel 
Choir 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 GRADUATION     

SUNDAY 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

Last Sunday before Summer 
Worship Hours begin. 

30  

MEMORIAL DAY 

OFFICE                  

CLOSED 

 

 

31 

 

1 2 

 

 

 

 

  

4 5 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: April 20, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

